Antisaccadic eye movements and attentional asymmetry in schizophrenia in three Pacific populations.
Antisaccadic eye movements were examined in 50 patients with schizophrenia and in 77 controls in three Pacific populations, namely New Zealand, Palau and Papua New Guinea. Despite the great biocultural variation encompassed by these three populations, schizophrenic patients made significantly more antisaccadic-errors than controls (36% vs. 13%), as has been demonstrated previously in other populations. This neurocognitive deficit may be consistent with frontal lobe dysfunction in schizophrenia. In addition, patients with schizophrenia made significantly more errors than expected when the target was presented in the right visual field (RVF). This trend was observed in patients from all three study areas, and was not seen in any of the control populations. Antisaccadic test performance in schizophrenia may be influenced by lateralized (left hemisphere) neuroanatomical impairment.